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The work of designer-
makers like Nuala and 
Sarah are often on show 
at the Crafts Council in 
London. You can find 
out what’s on in the 
exhibitions there and 
around the country by 
visiting their website at 
www.Crafts council.org.
uk.

	 	

The	Crafts	Council
Click Here for The Craft Council Home Page

The Crafts Council promotes the contemporary crafts in Great Britain.  
It is an independent organisation funded by government and provides  
services to craftspeople and the public.

The Crafts Council premises in London provides a craft gallery, 
reference library, photo library, shop and café.

The Crafts Council is based at   
44a Pentonville Road,  
Islington, London N1 9BY 
Telephone: +44 (020) 7278 7700 
Fax+44 (020) 8376891

Free admission  
Tuesday to Saturday 11 – 6;  
Sunday 2–6; Closed Monday.

All public areas of the Council are accessible by wheelchair.

Transport

Just five minutes from Angel underground station.
Bus routes 4, 19, 30, 38, 43, X43, 56, 73, 153, 171a, 214
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Making jewellery 1
Many designer-makers earn their living through 
making attractive, innovative jewellery. Some use  
everyday materials and objects in an unusual way 
and it is this that makes the jewellery attractive. Here 
are two examples.

Sarah	Crawford

Sarah Crawford makes brooches by combining 
toothbrushes and toy parts with small prizes taken 
from Christmas crackers. The resulting jewellery 
is colourful and amusing. Don’t be deceived into 
thinking this is an easy option. It would be very 
easy for the brooches to look dreadful. But they 
don’t. They are bright, cheerful and fun; not to be 
taken too seriously and suitable for everyday wear. 
Although the skills used to cut the brush to size and 
assemble the parts are not complex in themselves, 
Sarah always carried them out with care and 
precision. The results speak for themselves.

Not as easy as it looks

	 		Pause	for	thought

Think about the making skills that you already have.
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Nuala	Jamison

Nuala Jamison often uses clear acrylic sheet to make 
jewellery. In this first example she has used simple 
geometric shapes and given the acrylic colour by 
dyeing it. Notice that the dye has not covered all the 
acrylic; there are colourless blobs. She achieved this 
by using blobs of Blutak®, to prevent the dye touching 
the plastic.

Simple but effective

	 		Question

Make a list of everyday items that you think could 
be used as the basis for jewellery.  For each 
item draw a quick sketch showing what sort of 
jewellery it could be made into.

In this second example she has again used acrylic 
sheet; this time to make lots of discs which she 
has threaded onto a thin PVC tube – just like the 
PVC tube you use in some science or design and 
technology lessons. The result looks good because 
she has taken lots of care to finish the edges of the 
discs so that they are very smooth and to ensure that 
the surfaces of the discs are scratch free.
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P	 		Pause	for	thought

Have you got the making skills necessary to 
produce work like Sarah or Nuala?

Almost snakelike
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