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	 			Question	

3  Consider the advantages and disadvantages of 
enclosing food products in netting or thin sheet 
materials. Are they both:

•  eco-friendly?

•  reusable?

•  recyclable?

•  porous (able to absorb water, air or other 
fluids)?

•  visible?

•  attractive?

•  cheap?

•  waterproof?

Q	 	 Question	

4 Do you think netting has more advantages 
than thin sheeting? If it has, how could we 
encourage its use?
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Nets are often associated with fishing where they 
are used to catch fish. They are constructed from an 
open-meshed fabric so that the water runs out and 
the fish are held in the net. In fishing a wide range of 
netting is used.

	 				Pause	for	thought

 Why do you think the size of the mesh is  
important?

Netting is used in tea-strainers 
and hair-nets, in personal survival 
nets and bags for nuts. What is it, 
and why do we use it?

Netting is an open-meshed material 
twisted, woven, knotted or welded together at regular 
intervals. It can be made from natural or synthetic 
material, it can be hand knitted or machine knitted.
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The mesh can vary in size from microscopic to 
centimetres wide, depending on its use.



	 		Research

The netting used on a building site must be very 
strong and hard-wearing. Each knot or join must 
be strong. Look at the knots or joins used in 
sports netting in your school. What are the knots 
like? What material is the netting made from?
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	 Pause	for	thought

Look at the picture showing work 
on a building site. It includes many 
examples of the use of netting. Why 
is netting used rather than another 
material?
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	 		Question

1 Supermarkets use netting a lot. When Kim 
was researching netting she produced an 
alphabetical list of its uses. Can you add 
anything to Kim’s A-Z of Netting:
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	 Question

2  Do you think she got anything wrong?  
If so, explain why.
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