
	 		Research

1  Visit a large department store and see how 
many different forms of display you can find.

2  Make a brief sketch of each.

3  Use the following labels to show how each 
display works as a structure:

•  beam;

•  cantilever;

•  strut;

•  tie:

•  column;

•  panel.
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On display          2
Have you ever looked in the window of a jeweller’s 
shop? There, on display, are dozens of precious 
items  –  rings, bracelets, necklaces, watches. The 
pictures below show ways in which these items are 
presented. Often the jeweller arranges for small 
spotlights to shine on particularly precious items.

	 Pause	for	thought

Why do you think many jewellers remove their 
window displays at night?

On display in a jewellers
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Shops which sell stationery items have an interesting 
display problem. Lots and lots of quite small items 
– pens, pencils, rulers, rubbers, paper clips, paper 
fasteners, drawing pins, tie-on labels, stick-on labels, 
staples, string, adhesive tapes; the list is almost 
endless. Yet they usually manage to show all these 
items so that the customer can see what they want 
and get it without disturbing all the other items. How 
do they do it? Put the small items in a package 
that can be hung on a hook and arrange the hooks 
sensibly as shown in the picture on the right.

A display system for tiny items

 
Sunglasses are often displayed in chemists shops 
on rotating stands. The glasses fit neatly into slots 
but are easy to remove and replace. There is usually 
a mirror at the top of the stand so that customers 
can see how they look wearing the sunglasses. A 
four-sided stand takes up much less room than if the 
glasses were displayed flat against a wall.

Looking cool on display

	 	Question

Discuss with a partner the way that the following 
items are displayed in shops:

•  trainers;

•  t-shirts;

•  CDs;

•  china ornaments;

•  cosmetics.

For each item, describe how it is displayed and 
explain why this particular method is used.
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