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Student’s Book:
Trimming metals and plastics  
page 86    
Cleaning up    
page 100
	
Time available:

120 minutes   
	 	 	 	
You will learn:

How to use lamination for 
decoration.

You will need:

For modelling

Strips of coloured paper

Scissors

Glue stick

For making

Sheets of acrylic

For marking out

Fine-line felt-tip pen

For assembling

Adhesive suitable for 
acrylic and spreader

For cutting

Hacksaw

Abrafile®

For trimming, cleaning up 
and finishing

Metal files

Abrasive papers

Metal polish

Waste rag
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It is easy to make jewellery by cutting out simple geometric 
shapes from acrylic sheet. You can use circles, ovals, triangles, 
rectangles and parallelograms for earrings, broches and badges. 
These shapes can be much more interesting and attractive if 
they are striped. In this task, you will work with friends to produce 
a striped block and then use part of the block to make some 
jewellery.

What to do

Designing the jewellery

1 Draw some shapes for simple jewellery.

2 Cut out the shapes so that you have a set of jewellery-shaped 
holes in your paper.

3 Working with three friends, decide on the colours of the stripes 
you want. You may use up to three colours. Use strips of 
coloured paper to help you decide on the best arrangement. 
You can get wider stripes by using the same colour next to 
itself.

4 Place the jewellery-shaped holes over your stripes to find out 
what your jewellery will look like.

5 If necessary, adjust your stripes to get the effect you want.
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Making the jewellery

6  Carefully stick the sheets of acrylic together to 
form a striped block.

	 ◆ Use the correct adhesive.

	 ◆ Check that there is a thin layer of adhesive on  
 each piece with no air bubbles.

	 ◆ Arrange the pieces so that they cannot slip or  
 slide apart.

	 ◆ Leave in a safe place for the adhesive to   
 bond.

7  Cut from the block a slice of the right thickness 
for your jewellery

8 Use a file and then abrasive paper to get the 
surfaces smooth.

9  Use the jewellery-shaped holes in the paper as 
templates to mark our your jewellery.

What to write

◆		Make a coloured drawing of your striped 
jewellery.

◆	 Add notes to the drawing to answer the following 
questions:

	 (a)  Did you glue the pieces together    
  successfully?

	 (b)  Did you cut out the shape successfully?

	 (c)  Did you get the edges smooth and shiny?

	 (d)  Did you get the faces smooth and shiny?

	 (e)  Did the stripy effect work in making the   
   jewellery look attractive?

10 Carefully cut out your jewellery.

11 Use a file and then abrasive paper to get the 
edges smooth.

12 Polish the faces and the edges with metal polish.

13 Attach any fixings needed.

Homework suggestion

Compare your jewellery with plastic jewellery 
you can buy in the shops by answering these 
questions:

◆ In what ways is your jewellery better? 

◆  In what ways is your jewellery worse?

◆ How much would you be able to charge 
for your jewellery in a shop?




