
Downloaded from the Nuffield Design & Technology website: www.secondarydandt.org

Strategy SRT

SRT 10Page 1 of 2

10Capturing and manipulating images

Student’s Book:

Modelling with computers 
page 35-8

Time available:

60 minutes

You will learn:

How to capture and 
manipulate images.

You will need:

Computer with DTP 
software or graphics 
program (such as 
CorelDraw®) 

Digital camera and/or 
scanner 

Picture editing software

What to do

1 You are to design a poster to promote the use of eco-friendly 
materials and methods in your school D&:T department. The 
poster must include:

◆ the main image;

◆ the words D&T at <name of school>;

 ◆ a strapline Caring for our planet;

◆ two or three smaller images of students at work.

D & T at St Jude’s
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  2  Make a quick mock-up on paper of the overall layout of the 
poster.  (Use grids to achieve a strong ‘architecture’.)

  3 Select the images you will use.

  4 Open a DTP program and produce a layout grid based on your 
mock-up.

  5 Open a picture editing program.

  6  Scan the images into the picture editing program or download 
them from a digital camera into the picture editing program.

  7  Improve the images by adjusting colour balance, eliminating 
unwanted detail, cropping, enlarging, reducing etc. Remember 
to save frequently.

  8 Import the images into the DTP program.

  9 Manipulate the different objects to achieve a strong and 
attractive layout. Save frequently.

10 Print a black and white copy. See if there are any improvements 
you can make to the overall composition.

11  Print your final version in colour.

12  Work in small groups to see how your design might be 
improved.

Extension work

If you finish quickly, you can try to build the following effects into your 
poster design:

◆ distorting the images to make them more attention-grabbing;

◆ creating repeat patterns with parts of the images;

◆ creating backgrounds.

Check with other students that these ‘special effects’ don’t spoil your 
poster.
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