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Making random connections

Student’s Book:

Making connections page 15

Simple shapes and guidelines 
page 18

Time available:

40 minutes for each trick.

You will learn:

To develop skills in producing  
lots of original ideas.

You will need:

Your workbook

Pencil
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Every designer sometimes gets designer’s block! However hard 
you try you cannot come up with an original idea. Professional 
designers have lots of tricks up their sleeves to unblock their 
creativity! These exercises will help you to generate ideas by 
making strange connections …	
You do not need to do them all.

Trick 1

One way to develop new design ideas is to take some objects 
from one situation and use them to create new products in a 
different situation,

What to do

1  Choose one topic from the left-hand list and work your way 
down the right-hand list 10 produce two or three design ideas 
using each object.

❏	

❏	

Playground equipment
Lighting
Storage
Seating
Shelter
Tables
Exhibition/display
Gardens (furniture/planting)
Exercise equipment
Plastic drain pipe/gutters

Scaffolding
Used tyres
Bricks
Plant pots
Ladders
Buckets
Chimney pots
Hoists
Oil drums

2  Sketch your ideas quickly.

3  You should finish up with a sheet full of quickly drawn visuals. 
(If you build your designs, do so under supervision.)
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Trick 2

Here is an example showing how the shape of a vegetable 
can be developed to give ideas for new products.

What to do

1  Combine one item from the top row of fruit and vegetables 
(below) with three products from the bottom row to generate 
ideas for new products. Use quick drawing techniques to 
visualise the ideas. Don’t worry about your ideas looking 
strange!

2  Set up a display showing the work of three of four 
different people.

3  Discuss the display to see if you can find three ideas 
that would be worth developing.

16Page 2 of 2

Making random connections

Trick 3

You have to come up with quick concept sketches for one of the following: 

◆ a themed restaurant;  ◆   an item of Jewellery;

◆ a textile or wall paper design.

Select an adjective or adverb at random from a book and generate three ideas 
based on this. Then chose another word and do the same.

What to do
1 Fill a design sheer with your ideas.

2  Try to work quickly and do not worry about the quality of drawing!

3  The secret is to get ideas down as quickly as you can.

Homework suggestions
Show your ideas to people at home and ask them what they think. 	
Record their comments in note form.
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