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Evaluating outcomes –  
Is it appropriate?

What to do

1 Work in pairs.

2 Discuss with your partner the answers to the ‘Is it 
appropriate?’ questions for one of the following pieces of 
technology in your local community:

   ipod

      disposable cups

 

long-life light bulb

             fast food service

 or one your teacher gives you.

3 You might find that some questions are more important than 
others. For example; in an area of high unemployment it might 
be very important that a product is locally produced. If so, label 
the questions with a star rating to divide them into three sorts:

❉❉❉ very important;

❉❉ important;

❉ not very important.

4 Write down the answers on the question sheet.

What to write

◆ Use the answers to decide whether your example is 
appropriate for your community and describe how it might be 
changed to make it more appropriate.

Student’s Book:

Is it appropriate? page 50

Time available:

40 minutes

You will learn:

How to evaluate a piece of 
technology by thinking about 
whether it is appropriate

You will need:

Your workbook 

Pencil

‘Is it appropriate?’ 
questions sheet

❏ 
❏
❏ 
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Is it appropriate?  questions sheet

I am looking at: 

Is it appropriate? question      Yes     No Reason

Is it what people need and want?

Do local people make it near  
where they live?

Can people afford to buy, run and  
maintain it?

Are jobs created or lost?

Does it improve people’s lives?

What fuels does it use?

Does it fit in with the way people live?

Does raw material need to be  
transported?

 

Does it damage or improve the  
environment?

Does it need outside experts?




