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Designing and making with textiles TRT

TRT

What to write

Use words from page 118 of the Students Book to help you to 
describe how the fabrics feel.

Try to find four words that describe the feel of each fabric. 

You should then choose words so that the distinctive nature 
of the fabric is shown by the description – fabrics which feel 
different should have different key words.

Use a table like this to record your findings.

Homework suggestion

Find five different fabrics at home and describe the way they feel.

1
Student’s Book:

Words to describe fabrics 
page 118

Time available:

30 minutes

You will learn:

How to describe what fabrics 
feel like.

You will need:

Your workbook

Pencil

Selection of fabrics
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The feel of a fabric is one of its most important properties. For 
example, fabrics that are rough might be useful where grip is 
important – on handles or the surface of gloves. But roughness in 
a vest would make it uncomfortable. When you are designing and 
making with fabrics, you need to be able to match what the fabric 
feels like with the requirements of the design. So it is important 
that you are able to describe the feel of fabrics clearly. You will be 
given a range of fabrics to examine and describe.

What to do

1 Work with a partner so that you can discuss your findings.

2 For each of the fabrics you examine:

	 ◆	 place it on your hand to see how it hangs;

	 ◆	 feel it between your fingers;

	 ◆	 scrunch it up to see what happens when you release it;

	 ◆	 touch it against your cheek;

	 ◆	 try to stretch it.

Describing the feel of fabric
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