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You can use these question to help you to

decide on which sensor to use.

Technical questions

◆ What change does the sensor need to detect?

◆ Which sensors detect this change?

◆ Does the system require an analogue or

digital signal from the sensor?

◆ How accurate does the sensor need to be?

◆ How reliable does the sensor need to be?

◆ Does the sensor need to be directional?

◆ Will the sensor be remote from the product?

◆ How much room is available for the sensor?

◆ What other signals might confuse the sensor?

◆ What environmental conditions will affect the

sensor?

Non-technical questions

◆ How much do possible sensors cost?

◆ Will the sensor be seen or hidden?

◆ If seen, which sensors provide the right

image for the product?

Note that it is possible to use one sensor for

many applications and to meet the

requirements of one application with different

sensors, as shown below.
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Sensing input signals
All electronic products make use of input

signals and you will need to think about the

way these signals are produced and sensed.

Sometimes you will use a sensor and you will

need to decide which one to use. There are

electronic sensors to detect changes in a large

number of variables:

◆ temperature; ◆ light level;

◆ sound level; ◆ moisture content;

◆ pH; ◆ magnetic field;

◆ force; ◆ movement.

The different sensors that are available are

described in the Sensors Chooser Chart, which

can be downloaded from xxx.

Sensors are not the only input signals to think

about. The product may also need:

◆ a switch to turn it on or off;

◆ a reset switch if the product latches or

counts;

◆ an emergency or safety stop;

◆ a sensitivity adjustment (variable resistor);

◆ a selector to switch between different

sensors;

◆ a selector to switch between output signals;

◆ a test button.

Two applications using a light dependent
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