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L Learning

To extend your
understanding of how to
evaluate a design by
thinking how it affects
people, whether it performs
as expected, and whether it
is appropriate.

Student’s book

Evaluating, pages 91–93

Timing

Part 1: 40 minutes
Part 2: 40 minutes

Equipment and materials

• work-book
• pen, pencil
• highlighters

Type of task

Extension

,

ƒ

t

Part 1
The kit shown in the
illustration  has been
designed as a pack
containing basic first-aid
equipment. It has also been
designed to appeal to
younger people. However,
they may not be the most
likely purchasers.

1 Think about who the purchasers and users might be.

2 Using the User Trip approach, note down some
questions you might ask people about this product.

3 Make two lists – one for the likely purchasers
and one for the likely users.

I like cartoon
plasters.

The cream is
tricky to get out.

Easy to carry around
but how do I use it

with one hand.

This is cute.

First aid kit
for kids

Will this fit in a pocket?
What basic items are a must?
Would a six-year-old like this?

Is there anything poisonous in here?
Do people use it?
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The performance specification for this product might look like this:

Evaluating
srt 6

strategies
resource

task 6

page 2/3 srt 6

4 Think about what questions you might ask which would help you to compare the performance of this
product against the specification.

5 Write a list of these questions in your work-book.

6 Are any of the User Trip questions and the Performance Testing questions similar?

7 Highlight any similar questions in the same colours.

Further/homework

1 Draw up a simple chart of User Trip questions and/or Performance Testing questions for a product that you
have at home – for example a tea-pot, watch, tennis-racket.

3 Identify four or five likely users of the product.

4 Ask the users the questions. Record their answers in writing or on cassette.
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Part 2
There is an established, but small-scale,
film industry in Ethiopia. They have
thirteen cinemas, studios, technical skills
and equipment. There are many
Ethiopians settled around the world. Only
one feature film has so far been made by
Ethiopians for Ethiopians. There is a plan
to make another feature film. This will
involve setting up a project with the street
children in Addis Ababa and training
young Ethiopians in media technology.
This film is intended to help the Ethiopian
film industry to start expanding. It will
cost millions of dollars which will
probably be put up by financiers outside
Ethiopia. The financiers may not have the
same interests as the film-makers.

1 Draw a target chart of winners and losers:
(a) Write ‘Ethiopian Film Industry’ in the middle.
(b) In the first inner ring write in those people directly affected by the plan.
(c) In the outer ring write in those indirectly affected by the plan.
(d) Highlight the winners in one colour and the losers in another colour.

2 Think about whether the plan to make a feature film is appropriate. Draw up a simple chart like this:

Column 1: List some questions that you can ask yourself about the idea.
Column 2: Award marks for each question by using an evaluation scale – for example:

1 = poor 2 = only adequate 3 = average 4 = good 5 = excellent
Column 3: Put a reason for why you have awarded each mark.

3 Look at your overall scores and reasons.

4 Compare this chart with your winners and losers target chart from number 1.

5 Think about:
• whether the plan seems to be a good or bad one;
• what might be the consequences of the plan;
• what can be done to make sure that the Ethiopian people are not exploited.

6 Write and explain your thoughts in your work-book.

Further/homework

1 Imagine that you are setting up a small-scale business enterprise in your school to provide a video and still-
photography service. Recording images and sound can be intrusive in school but it can also be beneficial.

2 Draw up a winners and losers target chart.
3 Think about whether this business idea is appropriate.
4 Note and explain your conclusions.
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